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Colleagues: Please see below for updates on issues of importance to our campus community.

Budget: The 2022 state legislative session ended last month, and we recorded another strong finish in
M nevog2c8 (e .2 mimgppotBehiedd &iscal year that begins on October 1. Our total state appropriation
has grown from $28.1 million when we launched Project 208 in FY 17 to $45.1 million for FY 23. In
comparative terms, the gap that separates us from the peer institution closest to us in funding has now
been cut from $10 million to roughly half that amount. Even so, it is unconscionable that any deficit of
this magnitude continues to exist. Our commitment is that we will continue to exert a full court press on
state officials next year and beyond in an effort to achieve funding parity for UNA.

Enrollment: We have continued to set enrollment records and celebrated the crossing of the 8,000-
student mark for the first time ever in a spring term. With the start of summer sessions just around the
corner, we are running 4% ahead of last summer with both projected headcount and credit hour



Pandemic Response: The number of COVID cases on campus remains very low. InJanuary, the
University was averaging over 200 cases per week. Those numbers declined sharply in February and have
been at five or fewer weekly cases for the past two months. Similarly, the state’s positivity rate remains
very low at 3.6%, and the number of COVID hospitalizations statewide is trending downward with a
current number of 65. Dr. Greenway’s message to campus of April 22 contains additional information on
this topic. We owe Dr. Greenway and her colleagues on our COVID-19 Recovery Task Force a debt of
gratitude for helping us navigate the many challenges posed by the pandemic over the last two years.
Please join me in thanking that team for a job well done!

Elections: Unlike other states, Alabama does not stagger election terms, which means that in 2022 we
will elect our Governor, Lieutenant Governor, other constitutional officers, all 35 members of the
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