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UNA Board of Trustees:  Two new trustees for the UNA Board have been appointed by 
Governor Ivey and confirmed by the Alabama Senate.  Nancy Sanford resides in Sheffield and is 
a 1978 graduate of UNA.  She retired last year as Executive Director of the Florence-Lauderdale 
Public Library.  Jim Page resides in Tuscaloosa and is a 2001 graduate of UNA.  He serves 
currently as President of the West Alabama Chamber of Commerce.  Sanford and Page will 
assume their seats on the Board of Trustees on October 1, 2020. 

Spring Commencement:   We have confirmed speakers for spring commencement ceremonies.   
Our own Dr. Ernestine Davis, retired professor of nursing and founder of the Presidential 
Mentors Academy, will speak to ACON-HP and COEHS graduates at the ceremony on Friday, 
May 8.  Congressman Robert Aderholt – whose 4th district includes many of our key feeder 
areas including Colbert, Lawrence, and Franklin Counties – will address graduates at the two 
ceremonies (COAS and COB) that follow on Saturday, May 9.  As relates to our COVID-19 action 
plan, this schedule assumes that the University is able to return to a normal schedule, or at 
least accommodate these large gatherings, by early May. 

Diversity and Inclusion Plan:   Our new “Strategic Diversity and Inclusion Plan: 2020-2025, 
Model for Academic Excellence Through Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion” was approved by the 
Board of Trustees at its meeting on March 6.  The plan provides an excellent guide for our 
future efforts in areas ranging from student life to organizational structure to employment.  The 
document is available online at https://www.una.edu/vpem/diversity/.  My thanks to the 
members of the task force who helped bring this plan to life. 

Campus and Facilities:  Work on Laura M. Harrison Hall, future home of Anderson College of 
Nursing and Health Professions, is now far enough along to appreciate the beauty of the 
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